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rivets. I fitted one side of the bonnet with this device
and it will last as long as the car. I can instantly open
the bonnet with one hand, although it is a long heavy
bonnet, and also shut it with the one hand.

My latest application for a patent has just been
applied for this year (1939) and deals with stabilizing
floats on flying-boats. These floats are used on the
wings or at the extremities of the stub floats to stabilize
the machine when on the water. On a big machine
such floats have to be of considerable size if they are
to be effective, yet this size is a serious matter, for
they increase head resistance to the whole machine
and may be torn off or break the wings under adverse
conditions. If they are made retractable into the wings
they occupy a considerable amount of space which
means very careful designing if the scheme is to be
practical. It will be interesting to see which method
will become the most popular

I have only made mention of a few of the inventions
which I have patented. Before applying for a patent
I generally make a search at the Patent Office in
London, which I have known for forty-eight years, and
which has been rebuilt since my first visit. Many of
my inventions have been of a technical nature, which
might interest engineers but hardly the general reading
public. Inventing is a fascinating occupation although
there are often disappointments, for a very small pro-
portion of patents bring any revenue to their inventors.
If only inventors would make a search they would save
themselves and others a lot of trouble. I have had
hundreds, if not thousands, of letters from inventors, and
I doubt if one in a hundred of their so-called inventions
can be utilised.